
Looking For Fun, Affordable, And Unique
Local Activities In Vancouver WA? Whether
You’re A Long-Time Local Or Visiting For The
Weekend, Vancouver Is Full Of Hidden Gems,
Outdoor Recreation, And Year-Round Events.
This Guide Covers The Best Local Activities In
Vancouver, WA — From Scenic Hikes To Art
Walks, Waterfront Festivals, And Everything
In Between.

Tips Keep An Eye On Our Local Events
Calendar For Weekly Updates.
Download Our Printable Version Of This
Guide Or Bookmark It For On-The-Go
Reference.
New To Town? Explore Our Other
VancouverOnline.Net Guides For More
Insider Picks.

https://vancouveronline.net/things-to-do/
https://vancouveronline.net/things-to-do/


) Outdoor Adventures
Vancouver Is A Paradise For Outdoor Lovers.
With The Columbia River Flowing Along The
Edge Of Town And The Cascade Mountains In
View, It’s Easy To Get Outside And Explore.

¼ Top Parks & Trails:
Waterfront Renaissance Trail: A Scenic Paved
Path Perfect For Walking, Biking, Or Jogging
Along The Columbia River. Enjoy Views Of Mt.
Hood On Clear Days.

Esther Short Park: One Of The Oldest Public
Squares In Washington, Hosting Summer
Concerts, Farmers Markets, And Seasonal
Festivals.

Frenchman’s Bar Regional Park: Great For
Picnics, Beach Access, Kayaking, And Sunset
Views Across The River.

Pro Tip: Try A Self-Guided Bike Tour Along The
Burnt Bridge Creek Trail Or Rent A Kayak From
The Vancouver Lake Area.



� Arts, Culture & Historic Experiences

Vancouver Blends Its Rich History With A
Growing Creative Scene. For A Culture-Packed

Day:

Fort Vancouver National Historic Site:
Explore The Reconstructed Hudson’s Bay
Company Fort, Step Inside Historically
Accurate Stockade Buildings, And Enjoy
Ranger-Led Tours That Bring Early Pacific
Northwest History To Life. You Can
Enhance Your Visit With The Annual
Entrance Pass, Which Covers Up To Four
People Aged 16+ For A Year—Available At
The Fort’s Entrance Station Or Via
Recreation.Gov . Alternatively, The
America The Beautiful Interagency Pass
Works Here If You Already Have One. For
Seasonal Events And Special Experiences,
Check Out The 2025 Community Events
Pass, Which Gives Access To Nearly All
Community Heritage Events And Even
Enters You In Prize Giveaways – Website:
Https://Www.Nps.Gov/Fova/Index.Htm –
Phone: (360) 816‑6230

https://www.nps.gov/fova/index.htm


HAPPY PRIDE!

Vancouver Art Space: Offers Hands-On
Workshops And Local Exhibits From Clark
County Artists. Whether You’re A Beginner Or
Experienced Artist, You Can Take Part In
Painting Classes, Mixed Media Sessions, And
Seasonal Craft Events. Visitors Are Encouraged
To Sign Up For Workshops Online Or Stop By
During Open Studio Hours To Explore Their
Creative Side And Connect With The Local Art
Community. – Website:
Vancouverartspace.Com 

       Phone: (360) 787‑8772

The Kiggins Theatre: A Lovingly Restored 1930s
Movie Palace In Downtown Vancouver, This
Historic Single-Screen Theater Showcases
Independent Films, Local Film Festivals, And
Engaging Community Events. Community-
Minded And Beautifully Preserved, The Theater
Often Hosts Special Screenings, History-
Themed Evenings, And “Comedy On Tap”
Nights. You Can Easily Get Involved By Signing
Up For Their Monthly Newsletter Via Their
Website To Stay Updated On Upcoming Events,
Film Premieres, And Volunteer Opportunities.
The Venue Also Offers Private Event Rentals—
Perfect For Local Groups Or Organizations
Seeking A Unique Space For Presentations Or
Film Nights – Website: Kigginstheatre.Com –
Phone: (360) 816‑0352

https://vancouverartspace.com/
https://www.kigginstheatre.com/


First Friday Art Walk: Every First Friday Of The
Month, Downtown Galleries, Shops, And
Eateries Stay Open Late—From Around 5 Pm To
9 Pm—Creating A Lively Evening Art
Experience. Enjoy Rotating Exhibits By Clark
County Artists, Live Street Music, Pop-Up
Vendors, And Special Promotions From Local
Businesses. It’s A Perfect Way To Explore
Community Art, Support Local Creatives, And
Mingle With Fellow Art Lovers In A Vibrant
Downtown Atmosphere. – Website:
Vancouver’s Downtown Association

🛍️ Shop Local: Markets & Downtown Vibes
       Explore Local Makers And Farmers At These           
       Lively Spots:

Vancouver Farmers Market (Mar–Oct): Located
Next To Esther Short Park, This Weekend
Market Features Over 150 Vendors Offering
Fresh Produce, Handmade Goods, Flowers,
Specialty Foods, And Crafts . It Operates Every
Saturday From 9 am–3 pm And Sunday From
10 am–3 pm, Drawing Both Locals And Visitors
For Its Lively Atmosphere And Scenic
Backdrop . You’ll Often Find Live Music, Food
Trucks, And Community Booths Where Local
Chefs And Gardeners Give Cooking Tips Or Host
Taste Tests. The Market Is Also Pet-Friendly,
Making It A Great Outing For Families And Dog-
Lovers. – Website:
Vancouverfarmersmarket.Org

https://vdausa.org/first-friday/
https://vancouverfarmersmarket.org/


Uptown Village District: A Quirky Shopping
Area Featuring Local Boutiques, Bookshops,
And Cozy Cafes. It’s A Great Place To Spend A
Relaxed Afternoon Browsing Vintage Finds,
Sipping Locally Roasted Coffee, And
Discovering Handmade Goods From
Vancouver’s Creative Community.

� Year-Round Events To Bookmark
Vancouver Hosts A Variety Of Community Events

Every Season. Some Must-Attend Favorites
Include:

https://vancouveronline.net/guides/


Vancouver Wine & Jazz Festival (August)
Website: Vancouverwinejazz.Com – Featuring
Live Jazz, Northwest Wines, Art Exhibits, Food,
And Community Booths At Esther Short Park
Every August. – Contact: (360) 906‑0441
Fourth Of July At Fort Vancouver (Summer
Fireworks + Live Music) – While There’s No
Single Dedicated Website, Details And Updates
Are Usually Found Via: Fort Vancouver National
Historic Site (NPS): This Annual Fireworks
Display Is Organized By The Historic Trust And
Held On The Grounds Of The Historic Site
En.Wikipedia.Org.
Pumpkin Lane & Harvest Fest (Fall Family Fun) –
No Centralized Main Website Was Identifiable,
But The Event Is Featured As Part Of Broader
Fall Events On The Visit Vancouver WA Website:
Visitvancouverwa.Com/Events/Seasonal-
Events/Fall
Christmas Tree Lighting & Holiday Market
(Winter Magic) – Website: Event Details Are
Hosted On The City Of Vancouver’s Site:
Vancouver Community Tree Lighting (Esther
Short Park):
Cityofvancouver.Us/Events/Community-Tree-
Lighting-2 The Holiday Market Often Aligns
With The Vancouver Farmers Market Winter
Edition: Vancouverfarmersmarket.Org

https://www.vancouverwinejazz.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vancouver%2C_Washington?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.visitvancouverwa.com/events/seasonal-events/fall
https://www.visitvancouverwa.com/events/seasonal-events/fall
https://www.cityofvancouver.us/events/community-tree-lighting-2
https://www.cityofvancouver.us/events/community-tree-lighting-2
https://vancouverfarmersmarket.org/


🍽️ Bonus: Foodie Stops Worth Exploring
While Not The Main Focus Of This Guide, No

Activity Day Is Complete Without A Great Meal.
Vancouver’s Food Scene Is Growing Quickly With

Popular Stops Like:
Little Conejo (Elevated Tacos + Mezcal Bar) –
Website: Littleconejo.Com – Phone:
(360) 718‑2633
Bleu Door Bakery (Brunch Heaven) – Website:
Bleudoorbakery.Com – Phone: (360) 693‑2538
Tap Union Freehouse (Craft Beer & Casual Eats)
Website: Tapunionfreehouse.Com – Phone:
(360) 726‑6921

https://littleconejo.com/
https://bleudoorbakery.com/
https://www.tapunionfreehouse.com/


9 ☀️ 8 ❄️ Seasonal Activities To Try

Spring: Wildflower Walks At Lacamas Lake,
Cherry Blossoms At WSU Vancouver
Summer: Riverfront Picnics, Live Music At
Esther Short, Night Markets
Fall: Pumpkin Patches, Haunted Tours In
Downtown, Foliage Hikes
Winter: Holiday Parades, Indoor Escape Rooms,
Hot Drinks On Main Street

» Final Tips
Keep An Eye On Our Local Events Calendar For Weekly

Updates.
Download Our Printable Version Of This Guide Or

Bookmark It For On-The-Go Reference.
New To Town? Explore Our Other

VancouverOnline.Net Guides For More Insider Picks.

https://vancouveronline.net/things-to-do/

